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Surah 68 Surah Qalam 


THE PEN 


THE LINK BETWEEN SURAH QALAM AND SURAH MULK 


Surah Mulk established the fact that Allaah is the only Benefactor and does not share this 
attribute with any other being. Surah Qalam proceeds to warn Rasulullaah #82 (and the 
Muslims) that the Kuffaar will be prepared to compromise their beliefs in order to get Muslims to 
do the same. They will be prepared to make concessions in their beliefs to entice Rasulullaah 42 
and the Muslims to follow suit. 


Their objective was to stop Rasulullaah 4 from making mention of their gods in a negative 
light. Allaah instructs Rasulullaah 4 not to give in to their proposals. 


A SUMMARY OF THE SURAH 
The Surah contains the following: 


* Reproach. 

* Consolation to Rasulullaah 2282. 

The primary assertion of the Surah which is not to make any compromises in the belief 
that Allaah is the Only source of blessings. 

A warning of punishment in this world. 

* Glad tidings. 

* Warning of punishment in the Aakhirah. 


* 
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In the name of Allaah, the Most Compassionate the Most Merciful 
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1. Noon. (Only Allaah knows the correct meaning of this letter.) By the oath of the pen (that recorded the 
destiny of creation in the “Lowhul Mahfoodh”) and by (the oath of) what they (the angels who record the actions of 
people) write! 
GC 222 2 724 
O) aye 5 wsus?, att 
2. By the grace of your Rabb, you (O Rosulullach X) are certainly not insane (as the 


Mushrikeen maliciously claim). 


grr 4744 


opps) SIs 


3. Indeed, (because of your tireless efforts to propagate Islaam) you shall have a reward that never 
comes to an end (so do not grieve over the taunts of the Mushrikeen). 


Oe GE NSB); 


4. Verily, you are upon (have been blessed with) an exalted (flawless) character (which no insane 


person can possess) . 


229 2919 26 


Orang yas 


5. Soon (when the Mushrikeen suffer the consequences of their Shirk) you shall see and they will also 


see... 
39997 92 a 
®© t,t \ w 
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6. ...who of you is insane (they will then realise that they were insane not to accept your message). 


REDS FDL CE 
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7. Indeed only your Rabb knows best who deviates (goes astray) from His path and only 
He knows those who are rightly guided (and He will punish and reward people accordingly). 


® SHC] ab 


8. So do not obey those who reject (Islaam). 


729 » I, 9 3 2% y BY 2 
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9. They (those who reject Islaam) wish that you would compromise (the beliefs of your Deen, which 
would then conform with their beliefs) and then they would compromise (by accepting only some parts of 


Islaam). 
r GI KN 7 
As eS 9 
10. (Inthe following seven verses, Allaah refers specifically to Waleed bin Mughiera, who was one of Rasulullaah 8282 's 


worst enemies. However, his description fits many Kuffaar.) Do not obey every person (Kaafir) atic 
excessively swears on oath (on every occasion, whether a matter be true or false), who is disgraced... 


11. ...who searches for the faults of others, who excels in carrying tales (backbiting)... 


O25 sore 123 lees 


12....who vehemently prevents good, who transgresses (social and religious limits), is 
sinful... 


O 


aul Bons SIs 4 r jinge 


13. ...(whois) harsh and whose parentage is uncertain as well. 


x Bé 


14. All (this he does) because he has wealth and sons (and therefore very proudlyfeels that he can do as 


he pleases). 
CENA IE Esl TE 25 5) 


15. When Our Aayaat are recited to him, he says, “These are fables (fairy tales) of the old 
men (and are therefore beyond belief).” 
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16. We shall soon brand him on his snout (on his nose in the Aakhirah because of his arrogance). 


P 


EEDAN ATEI 


17. Verily We have tested them (the Mushrikeen of Makkah whose wealth and children caused them to 
become arrogant) as We tested the people of the orchard (afew brothers who owned an orchard) when 


they swore that they will pluck the fruit (very early) in the morning (so that they would not have to 
give any of the produce to the poor who usually gathered there for ashare)... 


128122 i 
Tigis Ya 
18. ...but they did not say, “Insha Allaah” (“If Allaah wills”). 
[292397 Auh & 4) Aa 
OJ aads eis ‘67 ENARE 
19. So a visitation (a disaster) from your Rabb swept over their orchard as they slept. 
Y ə Ewe 2-7 21% 
Ona Gese 


20. So their orchard had become like a harvested crop by the morning (completely bare, 
without any trace of the produce whatsoever leftover). 


Y za 29424777 
Opaali 
21. (Unaware of what had happened the previous night,) They (the brothers) called to each other in the 
morning... 
LET ARKET 
CRIEN) FE SCTE] 
22. ...(and said to each other) “Leave early for the plantation if you wish to pluck the 
harvest.” 
5 ABs A747 997 22. 104 
OC pales aby pais 
23. As they walked (towards the orchard), they whispered to each other saying... 
> 6 Le vo Hn 99° G a 
9? ZANA, | 2 ` 
AAA EEST 
24. ...“No needy person should ever enter your presence today.” 
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25. They proceeded with the thought that they had the power to withhold (the produce 


from others). 
y rA kir aad tata 
OMA EG lash Els 


26. When they (arrived at the orchard and) saw the orchard (completely devastated,) they exclaimed, 
“We must have lost the way! (This cannot be our orchard!)” 


4290994 922 


0529, 2055 Jo 


27. (When they realised that the orchard was indeed theirs, they said,) “No (we have not lost the way)! We are the 
destitute (needy) ones (who have lost everything).” 


< 22 ug CEE ARL 9999 797 Fo 
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28. The good one among them said, “Did I not tell you (not to stop giving charity to the poor). 
Why do you now not (repent and) glorify Allaah?” 


2? Vig aur 5 29) Fie 
SG EDC ALIG 
29. They said, “Glorified is our Rabb! (0 Allaah forgive us because) We (admit that we) were wrong 
doers indeed.” 


TERAN SAAN 


30. (Thereafter, like most people do during times of distress,) They turned to each other pinning the 


blame on one another. 
2 bITa 2 
OCB CELA ISG 


31. (When they finally realised that they were all to be blamed,) They cried, “Woe be to us! We have (ail) 
certainly transgressed!” 


LIN | 161-20 \227 1-4 22°18" 12 
elroy MENGES OwoltaF 
32. “We hope that our Rabb will replace for us something better than our orchard 


(either in this world or in the Aakhirah). Indeed we have confidence in our Rabb (that He will forgive 


us).” 
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33. Such is the punishment (of Allaah in this world for the sinners). However, the punishment of 
the Aakhirah is much more severe. If only they (people in general) knew (this). 


AAI 


o palliga POUT TO CANS) Ol 


34. Verily those with Taqwa shall have Jannaat of bliss close to their Rabb (in the 


Aakhirah). 
© 4? 29 ra 23 Z ant 
heel Kopel call ars | 


35. Should We treat the obedient ones in the same manner as (we treat) the disobedient 


ones? (Certainly not!) 
et ed BL 
. a \ 2995) 
RAET 2M 


36. What is the matter with you? How do you judge? (How can the Kuffaar and sinners ever think 
that they will receive rewards equal to what the people of Taqwa receive?) 


nd ees) a 
Nabors 


37. Do (you say that all will be treated equally because) you have a (divine) book with you that you 
study... 


č ENE >. Val 


@ OR 


38. ...in which there are things mentioned that appeal to you (such as the promise that you will 
enter Jannah regardless of what you do in the world) ? 


S(T aeni MaMa 95 


39. Or do (you say this because) you have an oath from Us that will last until Qiyaamah 
stating that you shall have whatever (rewards andJannaat) you decide? 


Gaga, 2990997 - ‘0 
©” a w 
FETORI č 
40. Ask them (the Kuffaar) which of them will stand guarantee for this. 
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41. Or do they have partners (that they ascribe to Allaah who will stand guarantee for this)? Let them 
bring their partners if they are truthful. 


Y 7290, 292, 7-7 29 Sh 79-79 = - 22 90% yer 
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42. (Do not forget) The day (of Qiyaamah) when the “shin” (this mysterious term is among the 
“Mutashaabihaat”) will be exposed and (it will be so magnificent that by seeing it) people (the Kuffaar) will 


be summoned (by their emotions) to prostrate but will be unable to (because only the true 
Mu'mineen will be able to prostrate in obedience). 


23y 23l Dou GLIR OF, 2IL 999 “27 br in 
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43. (Referring to the Kuffaar, Allaah says,) Their gazes will be cast down (because of embarrassment and 
fear) and disgrace shall overcome them. Indeed they used to be summoned to 


prostrate (in this world) when they were hail and healthy (but they refused to do so. Therefore, in the 
Aakhirah they will be unable to do so also). 


“4 I7- nw a99 Pe OF & A id are 
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44. So leave Me (io deal) with the one who rejects this speech (this Qur'aan). We shall 
gradually lead them on (allow them to continue sinning without punishing them) in a manner that they 


do not realise. (Thinking that punishment will not arrive, the Kuffaar continue sinning, not realising that they are 
earning for themselves a terrible punishment.) 


GI 7 2 22h L 9% are 
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45.1 am (only) granting them respite (temporary relief by not punishing them immediately). Indeed, 
My planning is powerful (they will be unable to escape My plan). 


© eee 72% Dw 28722941727 
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46. Or are (the Kuffaar rejecting your message, O Rasulullaah HRE because they think that) you (are) asking 
payment from them (for preaching) and they feel burdened by a penalty (and therefore prefer not 
to listen to your preaching)? 


“29305295 99) 992 27 
® è als è * 
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47. Or do they (reject the message of Islaam because they firmly believe that they) have knowledge of the 


unseen (which advises them not to accept the guidance of Rasulullaah ae and), which they are busy 
writing (so that they do not forget it)? 
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48. So (0 Rasulullaah 8E) be patient with the decision of your Rabb (to postpone the punishment) 
and do not be (hasty for the punishment to come to them immediately) like the person of the fish (Yunus 
S392) who called (to Allaah for help) as he was suppressing (choking with) his grief (while in the 


stomach of the fish). 
PAA AAMEN af og ou 72, KAA 
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49. If the grace of his Rabb did not reach him, he would have been cast on to the bare 
shore (desolate) in a blameworthy condition (without assistance because he left his town prior to Allaah's 
permission). (However, Allaah shaded him on the shore and provided food for him there.) 


OC ai eias NEEME 


50. His Rabb selected him and made him among the righteous. 


ERSE INAANAK 7 


51. When the Kuffaar hear the Reminder (the Qur'aan), it seems as if they could almost 
make you (0 Rasulullaah 2) slip (and harm you) with their gazes (filled with hatred) and they say, 


“He is certainly insane!” 
$ TA %\ “IN\- SN 
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52. It (the Qur'aan) is but a Reminder for the universe. 


1085 


